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RIVERFRONT PARK
DEMONSTRATION GARDEN

Designed and planted by WSU Master Gardeners in partnership
with Chelan County PUD

Xeriscape™ is a registered trademark of Denver Water, Denver, Colo. and 
is used here with permission.

 Xeriscaping
Xeriscape™ is a relatively new term to describe low-water-use 
landscaping. It involves a series of steps that can result in an 
estimated 20-80% savings in landscape water use. Xeriscaping 
can mean anything from moving a few plants around, watering 
according to need or designing a whole new landscape. 

The seven components of Xeriscape™ 
are:

1 
Planning and Designing 
Make a simple scale drawing of your lot. Identify sunny, 
shady, and sloped areas. Determine how much room 

you need for family activities, utility areas and private 
use. Design zones to include plants with similar watering 
needs. Start with trees and large plants. Fill in with color 
and shape.

2
Soil Improvement 
Appropriate soil will do more than anything else to help 
a plant consume all the moisture available to it. Soil 

improvement may mean changing the physical structure 
with decomposed organic matter. It is easier to select 
plants that can grow in your soil’s existing pH than to try 
to change the acidity or alkalinity. If the situation seems 
hopeless, consider raised beds with imported topsoil.

3 
Turf 
Lawns are the highest users of water and require the 
greatest maintenance. Gamma and buffalograss are 

two of the most popular Xeriscape™ grasses. They are 
relatively drought resistant and tolerant of varying soil 
conditions. They will thrive on low maintenance. A new 
variety of lawn, Ecoturf, is becoming popular. It combines 
grass and low-growing perennials. Consider decks and 
patios in place of lawns wherever possible.

4
Zones 
Zoning is plant selection based on water needs. 
Base your decisions on climate, drought tolerance, 

your budget and aesthetics. The hardiest plants are 
native. Intersperse herbs, vegetables and berries 
in the appropriate zones. Sometimes zones can be 
created by moving around existing plants. Research 
the library, local nurseries, catalogs and the Internet 
for plants to fit each zone. 

5
Efficient Irrigation 
Select a system that will water each zone most 
efficiently. Low-volume, low-angle sprinklers work 

best on grass. Drip, spray or bubbler emitters are 
most efficient on flowers, shrubs and groundcover. 
Timers provide the right amount of water to each 
zone. Dragging the hose around is an option that still 
requires the right sprinkler and watering time.

6
Mulch 
Mulches in the form of bark, gravel or crushed 
rock should be 2 to 4 inches deep. They conserve 

moisture and control weeds. Vary the types of mulch 
to add visual interest. You can apply the mulch 
directly over a landscape fabric which allows water to 
penetrate to the underlying soil.

7
Maintenance 
Maintenance includes weeding, feeding, pruning, 
pest control and watering. How much time you 

spend on these activities is directly related to your 
initial planning and design.

For more information: 

•	WSU	Chelan	County	Master	Gardeners:	667-6540	or	
www.ncw.wsu.edu/mg/demogarden.html

•	Visit		Chelan	County	PUD’s	Web	site:	 
www.chelanpud.org

•	 It	is	especially	important	to	water	your	
new	plantings	more	frequently	during	
the	first	two	years	so	they	can	establish	
good	root	systems.

•	 Consider	using	native	plants	and	
plants	that	attract	beneficial	insects	in	
your	garden.

•	 Fall	is	a	great	time	of	year	to	plant.	
Cooler	temperatures	allow	plants	
time	to	develop	a	root	system	before	
summer.

•	 Xeriscape™	plants	generally	reach	
maturity	in	three	years.	During	the	fall,	
most	plants	can	be	divided	to	fill	open	
spaces	in	the	garden.		

•	 To	keep	birds	in	your	yard	during	the	
winter,	leave	plants	as	they	are	and	
clean	up	in	the	spring.	This	gives	birds	
food	and	the	plants	protection	from	
the	cold.

•	 If	trimming	back	in	fall,	leave	three-	to	
six-inch	stalks,	rather	than	cutting	the	
plants	to	ground	level.	Next	spring	the	
plants	are	easy	to	find.

•	 Fall	is	the	time	of	year	to	plant	
spring	bulbs.	They	are	the	ultimate	
Xeriscape™	plants,	taking	their	
moisture	from	the	winter	snow	and	
rain.

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES IN THE 
DEMONSTRATION GARDEN

(Numbers	refer	to	tags	on	plants)

For more details on plant hardiness, seasons 
and size, visit www.chelanpud.org.

Flower listing continued inside.

G-1
Karl Foerster
Calamagrostis x acutiflora

G-3
Blue oat/blue avena grass
Helictrichon sempervirens

G-5
Silver feather maiden hair
Miscanthus sinensis “Silberfeder”

G-7
“Sea Urchin” Blue Fescue
Festuca glauca “Sea Urchin”

G-6
Dwarf zebra grass
Miscanthus sinensis “Little Zebra”

G-4
Maiden hair
Miscanthus sinensis “Gracillimus”

G-2
Silky thread grass
Nassella tenuissima (Stipa)


