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Chelan PUD Updates

• Public Power Benefit Program

• Low Income Housing Infrastructure Support

• Substation Update 
• Supply Chain Challenges



Public Power Benefit

• The PPB Program was a defining feature of the 2015–2019 Strategic Plan

• Initiative brings the public power legacy of service into the 21st century by 

investing in projects that enhance quality of life in Chelan County and are 

within the statutory authority of Chelan PUD

• 2020-2024 Strategic Plan: ”The PPB program will be retained and offered 

as long as Chelan PUD has the financial resources to support the program”

• The PPB program invests in our community during periods of healthy 

financial performance and program funding is reviewed annually by the 

Board



Completed/In-Process PPB Efforts
(as of August 2021)

*    Turnover / Closeout       **  Complete

Project Year Funded Allocated Spent Remaining

Fiber Expansion 2015-2021 $20.1M $8.6M $11.5M

Horan Area Rehab 2015-2016 $100k $28k $72k

Jobs & Work Readiness 2015-2016 $172k $125k $47k

RR Discovery Center Combo * 2017-2021 $2.525M $2.073M $450k

Loop Trail Extension 2019 $1.2M $0 $1.2M

Day Use Parks Pass 2015-2022 $431k $397k $34k

Dryden Treatment Plant 2020 $1.5M $0 $1.5M

COVID-19 Community Support 2020-2021 $275k $205k $70k

Riverfront Park 2021 $200k Pending Pending

Large Load: Malaga Sub ** 2021 $75k $58k $17k

Substation Aesthetics 2021 $50k $0 $50k



PPB Project Review Criteria
• Projects must fall within the District’s statutory authority as a public 

utility (Title 54 RCW), not be deemed a gift of public funds (prohibited 
by the Washington State Constitution) and have a close connection to 
the services and facilities we provide

• Project will likely fall within one or more of these categories:  
• Enhancements to existing PUD parks, recreational sites, 

properties, or facilities
• Fiber and telecom services (please note that fiber expansion is 

fully funded)
• Stewardship of environmental and cultural resources entrusted to 

us
• Promotion of electrification
• Utility infrastructure investments that support economic 

development
• Education and job readiness specific to utility services

• Encourage proponents to specify potential partnership opportunities 
in addition to how the proposal supports or complements existing 
community plans and efforts

• Available Estimated Funding 2022 – 2024: >$9M



Information / Form on Website



Low-Income Housing Program 
Service Connection Fee Waiver



Background and Summary of Policy

• Policy allowing waiver of service connection fees for 
homes purchased by low-income homebuyers from 
501(c)(3) organizations 

• Originally established in 1995 pursuant to RCW 54.24.080
• Commission requested program review in early-2021 and 

approved revisions in May 2021
• What does “housing program income limit” mean?

• Connection fees are assessed during the building process, 
before the homeowner is identified, therefore the PUD 
reviews the housing program income limits to determine 
eligibility

• Highlights: income limit set at 80% of area median income, 
savings of ~$1,900 on average per unit



Other Programs, Services and Discounts
• Senior citizen discount

Seniors age 62 and over with a combined income of $36,882 or less may be 
eligible for a discount on their electric bills of up to $9.55 per month. The 
discount for seniors who are water customers is $9.90 per month; for sewer 
customers it’s $10.50 per month. Apply for a Senior Discount.

• Disabled customer discount
Disabled customers may be eligible for a discount on their electric bills of up 
to $9.55 per month. The discount for disabled customers for water is $9.90 
per month; for sewer customers it's $10.50. Apply for a Disabled Discount.

• Helping Hand
Helping Hand helps low-income families pay their electric bills. Customers 
can make a Helping Hand donation every time they pay their bill. Helping 
Hand funds are managed by the Chelan-Douglas Community Action 
Council. Enroll now to make a monthly contribution to Helping Hand.

• Low-Income Energy Efficiency Program (pending)
• Community Action Council Partnership (weatherization, home energy 

assistance, etc.)

https://www.chelanpud.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/seniorapp_100915.pdf
https://www.chelanpud.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/disabled_discount_app_2015.pdf
https://www.chelanpud.org/my-pud-services/community-services-and-discounts/helping-hand


Substation Update



Substation build activity

Station Next Build Phase Expected Complete

Hawley Energize & in-service Completed July 8, 2021

Ohme Energize planned Q1 - 2022

North Shore Outreach and design Q2 - 2022

Leavenworth (Bavarian) Outreach and civil design Q2 - 2022

Wenatchee (upsize) Finalize project plan Q3 - 2022

Wenatchee Foothills Siting and utility plans Q4 - 2022

Malaga/Stemilt Site property evaluations ongoing





Supply Chain Discussion

• District is taking multiple actions to address supply-chain 
disruptions:
• Identify long-lead items
• Buffering in additional time for range of items
• Evaluate multiple suppliers and bid awards
• Keeping additional stock on hand

• Recent example regarding distribution transformers
• Board of Commissioners approved a resolution 

declaring an emergency and waiving competitive 
bidding requirements (Nov. 1, 2021)

• Orders that were previously delivered in 12 weeks now 
up to 50 weeks, but limitation on orders/quantities



Thank You!
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