
From: Pope, Von
To: Andrew Fielding; Bitterman, Deborah; "Brigitte M Ranne"; Cordell-Stine, Kelly; Dave Volsen ; Erik Ellis

(edellis@blm.gov); Jack Oelfke (jack_oelfke@nps.gov); "Keith Vradenburg"; Ken Finicle; Matthew Kerec; Matt
Monda; McCarty, Jesse -FS; Molly Boyter; Osborn, Jeff; Pat Irle; Patrick Tonosket; Patrick Verhey; Roger
Christophersen; Ron Fox; Stephen_Lewis@fws.gov; Willard, Paul -FS

Cc: Sokolowski, Rosana
Subject: 2014 RRWF Bald Eagle nesting report
Date: Friday, September 12, 2014 2:24:01 PM
Attachments: RRWF BAEA nests 2014.pdf

Dear RRWF Members,

Please find attached a copy of the 2014 Bald Eagle nest monitoring report as required by
the Rocky Reach Wildlife Habitat Management Plan.  Please contact me if you have any
questions.

 

Sincerely,

Von

Von Pope

Wildlife Programs Manager

Chelan County PUD

(509) 661-4625
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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  
Bald eagles commonly winter along Chelan PUD reservoirs (Fielder and Starkey 1986).  In recent 
years, many have stayed to nest along the Columbia River.  Prior to 2004, only one nest was known 
along Rocky Reach Reservoir.  In 2004, a second bald eagle nest was discovered along the Reservoir 
and was monitored by Chelan PUD biologists during the 2005 nesting season.  Since 2005, five 
additional bald eagle nests have been documented along the Reservoir. 
 
Despite being removed from the endangered species list, Chelan PUD biologists continue to 
monitor bald eagle activity along Rocky Reach Reservoir as required in the Rocky Reach Wildlife 
Habitat Management Plan (Chelan PUD 2009).  This monitoring includes monthly winter (Nov – 
Mar) surveys and breeding bird surveys (Mar – Aug) along Rocky Reach Reservoir.  Results of 
seasonal surveys will be shared with the Rocky Reach Wildlife Forum in the form of annual reports. 


  


22001144  SSUURRVVEEYY  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  
In 2014, a total of 7 bald eagle nest territories were monitored along Rocky Reach Reservoir.  All 
seven territories were classified as “occupied” with eagles observed at or in the vicinity of the known 
nest territories (including alternate/new nests).  Of the 7 nests observed along Rocky Reach 
Reservoir, 6 of the nests were successful and fledged young, with a total of 7 fledglings produced in 
2014.  Breeding was not successful for one eagle pair, as follow-up surveys indicated no young were 
raised to fledging age.   
 


RROOCCKKYY  RREEAACCHH  RREESSEERRVVOOIIRR  
 


SWAKANE CANYON (APPROX. RIVER MILE 474.2) 
Territory occupied; nest failed.  Adults were seen in the vicinity (Turtle Rock Island, Swakane 
Canyon mouth) during the early season.  One adult was documented in the nest in 
incubating posture from March through early May.  Based on the behavior of the adults in 
mid-May, it appeared that there may have been young produced.  However, subsequent 
checks did not reveal any eaglets in the nest.  Adults were not observed at the site the 
remainder of the season, although they were observed frequently seen at along the Reservoir 
near Turtle Rock Island.   
 
History:  This is the 9th consecutive season that this nest has failed to fledge young.  In most 
seasons where the birds have been observed, it appears that they incubate a clutch 
throughout May and abandon the site by mid-June (Chelan PUD 2010).  A number of 
factors could have contributed to the lack of nesting success.  These may include lack of 
nesting experience by the eagles (i.e. parental investment), disturbance due to road traffic, 
orchard operations, recreationists, predation by scavengers, or some other unidentified 
influence.  The Swakane Fire ignited 10 July 2010 and burned through the nest stand.  The 
nest trees were not destroyed by the fire, although the main tree was weakened and toppled 
during the winter of 2012-13.  An alternate nest was constructed nearby in 2013. 
 
ENTIAT RIVER CONFLUENCE (APPROX RIVER MILE 483.6) 
Territory occupied; breeding successful.  One eaglet fledged from this nest in late June.  The nest 
tree was located west of Numeral Rock and was easily visible from a turnout along the 
Entiat River Road.  However, the nest tree fell in late July as a result of the Mills Canyon 
fire.  The eaglet had already fledged. 
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History:  This nest was newly documented in May 2010 and fledged 2 eaglets during 2010 and 
2011 and 1 during 2012 and 2013. 
 
RIBBON CLIFFS/MCKINSTRY CANYON (APPROX RIVER MILE 488.8) 
Territory occupied; breeding successful.  One eaglet was observed in the nest located lower in the 
canyon, where it is easily visible from the highway (a number of alternate nests are located in 
the same canyon).  The eaglet had fledged by late June.   
 
History:  The site has been occupied annually from 2008 – 2012 with unknown reproductive 
success (difficult to observe in alternate nest higher in canyon).  The nest failed in 2006, two 
eaglets fledged from this site in 2007, and one eaglet fledged in 2013. 
 
STAYMAN FLATS (APPROX RIVER MILE 497.1) 
Territory occupied; breeding successful.  One eaglet fledged from the nest by mid-July.  The eaglet 
was observed branched above the nest on 19 June and last observed flying near the nest on 
16 July 2014.  This territory is located along the Douglas County bank across from the 
Stayman Flats area, and a few miles downstream of the Beebe nest.   
 
History:  The original nest tree (discovered in 2009) is located in a ponderosa pine adjacent to 
a rocky spine on a steep forested hillside above Highway 97.  An alternate nest has been 
utilized during the last 5 nesting seasons; being higher up on the hill and to the NE of the 
original nest tree in a large ponderosa pine.   
 
BEEBE (APPROX RIVER MILE 500.9) 
Territory occupied; breeding successful.  One eaglet was observed throughout the season.  The 
fully-feathered eaglet was last observed on 19 June branched above the nest.   
 
History:  The original nest was discovered in 2007 by WDFW staff (B. Davies/J. Watson), 
and this was the 6th year Chelan PUD biologists monitored the site.  The pair constructed 
an alternate nest during 2012 in a Douglas-fir located downstream of the original site.  The 
original nest tree is a ponderosa pine located on a hill near the Lone Pine Fruit Stand.  Both 
nests are easily observed from the river or Highway 97. 
 
GALLAGHER FLAT/CORRAL SPRINGS (APPROX RIVER MILE 507.2) 
Territory occupied; breeding successful.  Three eaglets were observed in the nest on 6 May, but by 
20 May, there were only two.  Two eaglets fledged from the nest by late June.   
 
History:  The territory was newly documented in May 2010.  The original nest tree was a large 
broken-topped pine in the bottom the draw near Corral Springs in Douglas County.  The 
pair built an alternate nest in Chelan County, located in a large ponderosa pine above 
Gallagher Flats.  This location is across the river from the old nest site.  The pair built the 
Chelan County nest in 2011 and a red-tailed hawk has been observed using the old nest in 
Douglas County.  One eaglet fledged from the nest in 2012. 
 
HOWARD FLATS (APPROX RIVER MILE 511.1) 
Territory occupied; breeding unknown.  Adults were observed using the old snag nest site adjacent 
to the spring.  However, observing eagles in the nest is difficult from the Reservoir.  
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Although adults were observed either at the nest site or in the immediate vicinity throughout 
the season, no young were observed during 2014.     
 
History:  Sometime during the winter of 2007-2008, the original nest tree in the draw toppled.  
The tree was likely damaged due to a wildfire that burned the area during the summer of 
2007.  The pair rebuilt the nest in a nearby pine snag in February 2008 and used that nest 
until 2010, when they constructed an alternate nest after being unsuccessful at nesting during 
the 2010 season.  This tree also toppled, and another alternate nest was built out of view of 
the Reservoir in 2013.   


 
This information is shared with other agencies that may have management concerns regarding the 
species.  This monitoring data is beneficial to these other agencies that may not have the ability to 
observe and document these locations on their own separate efforts. 


  


AACCKKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGMMEENNTTSS  
Linda Prado conducted field surveys during 2014.  A special thanks to Jon Gallie from Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife for sharing field survey observations.   
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*If you have any questions, please contact Von Pope, Wildlife Program Manager 
at Chelan County PUD, (509) 661-4625 or von.pope@chelanpud.org.  


